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After a short but difficult time in public education, my family 
decided to homeschool me. Growing up in homeschool 
groups, particularly Christian ones, gave me an inside 
perspective on the landscape of homeschooling today. While 
I wasn’t homeschooled for fundamentalist reasons, many of 
my peers were. One of my homeschooling groups required 
that we signed a paper certifying that we wouldn’t ”introduce 
new lifestyles” to the group or challenge the norms. Many 
parents expressed anti-queer views and expressed a desire to 
keep their children from learning about queer identities and 
queer people, as well as many other ”alternative lifestyles” 
that countered their views. 

In the colonial period of America, almost all education took 
place in the home. Children were taught by family or by 
private tutors.1 In the 1800s, common schools began, 
providing education to a wider group than ever before (even 
if ultimately discriminatory to non-white groups,) all with a 
significant amount of Protestant biblical instruction.2 This 
religious leaning was very slowly phased out throughout the 
19th and 20th centuries and by the 1970s, public schools were 
officially secular3 and home education had become an “old-
fashioned oddity.”4 Since the 1960s, the public education 
system has been increasingly criticized as ineffective and 
accused of failing students.5 As alternatives to public school 
grew, so did homeschooling.6 The justification many families 
give for homeschooling is often dissatisfaction with the 
instruction offered by schools, dissatisfaction with the 
environment of schools, or because they want religious or 
“moral” instruction. 

From the reasoning presented by homeschooling parents, we can see 
that the view that schools are not providing a safe, moral, and enriching 
environment is spreading, and more parents believe that they can 
provide a better alternative. At the same time, there are likely a 
significant number of students being pulled out of school because of a 
religious and moral mismatch and being educated with fundamentalist 
curricula which do not prepare them for a world beyond their 
homeschool environment. In some cases, like with ACE, not only are 
they failing to be prepared but they are even being harmed by this as 
these curriculums promote a close-minded view. 

As seen in visual 2, roughly 3% of the students surveyed are 
homeschooled. there are roughly 1.5 million homeschooled students 
in the US!7 In visual 1, we can see that 73% of homeschooling 
families surveyed were unsatisfied with the academic quality of 
their schools, and 75% wanted to provide ‘moral’ instruction to their 
children, and 59% wanted to provide religious instruction. From this 
we can make important inferences about the types of families who 
are homeschooling children, most especially that they are 
dissatisfied with the content and environment of schools, many 
believing they are teaching morally repulsive things, or that their 
religion isn’t supported.8 One homeschooling parent said:
“[…] with the way that things are in the schools where you 
can’t even mention God, you can’t even mention the Bible, 
things like that, that was a concern for us.”8
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Thesis
This dissatisfaction with school instruction and school 
secularity indicates a lack of faith in the current state of the 
education system by parents who choose to homeschool. This 
rise in homeschooling offers an important insight into the 
public opinion of the public education system, and this rise in 
homeschooling for religious (often fundamentalist) reasons 
has important implications for the future of a pluralistic 
(diverse) society. 

Statistics

What’s taught
With the knowledge that many students are homeschooled with the 
intention of religious instruction, it’s important to understand the type of 
content being taught to this group of students, so that we can understand 
what the outcomes will be once they leave homeschooling. One large 
provider of fundamentalist homeschooling curricula is Accelerated 
Christian Education (ACE), originally used by Christian day schools 
as an alternative to public education, but is sold to homeschooling 
parents as self-contained workbooks.9 Much of the content taught by the 
ACE curriculum is severely lacking in depth and rigor, teaching only 
simplistic facts and rejecting all other worldviews.10 It is problematic 
that students are taught with curriculums like these as they promote 
narrow and even hateful thinking. One study examined the science 
modules for their hidden curriculum (what the implicit values being 
espoused through the content are) and put it best by examining the ACE 
curriculum as follows, stating “The language in the fourth edition 
PACEs [their curriculum’s packets] is slightly more temperate, but the 
conclusion is still clear: those who accept evolution make an immoral 
choice, and their belief is driven by a determination to sin and to rebel 
against God. Since the PACEs present evolution as discredited, the 
implication is that those who believe it are irrational or stupid. The 
presentation of non-creationists as morally inferior anti-Christians 
can only promote intolerance and suspicion towards adherents of 
mainstream science.”11

Visual 1 – parents selected all reasons for homeschooling students

Visual 2 – first graph shows non-homeschooled vs homeschooled, second 
graph shows the types of instruction among homeschoolers
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